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hemispheric statesmen. The spectacle of the semi-Fascist,
Laureano Gomez, presiding over the opening session of
the Conference could very logically have been much more
of a spark to arouse the followers of Gaitan than any
instructions issuing out of the Soviet's agents in Colombia.
Through the years of the Second World War, and after,
the Republic of Panama continued to give support to the
various specialized agencies of the Inter-American Sys-
tem. In April of 1944 Senorita Anita Ramirez Duque repre-
sented her country at the largest and most successful
meeting yet of the Inter-American Commission of
Women;46 Galileo Patino served as chairman of the Fifth
Committee (on Libraries) at the Assembly of Librarians
of the Americas in Washington in May of 1947;47 in
August, 1947 the City of Panama was host to the Inter-
American Congress of Directors of Tourism and Immigra-
tion;48 the Republic's cooperation in pushing the Inter-
American Highway toward completion all but eliminated
one of the greatest obstacles in the path of that goal by
bringing the road through the jungles north of David to
just twenty-five miles from the Costa Rican border.49 A
number of distinguished Isthmian lawyers attended the
Sixth Conference of the Inter-American Bar Association
in Detroit, Michigan, May 22 to June 1, 1949, which was
opened with a message from President Truman.50 Other
professional leaders have represented the Republic at
many similar Pan American gatherings, which have been
held with increasing frequency since the end of the war
has eased travel difficulties within the hemisphere.51 Cul-
tural interchanges have also greatly aided the spirit of
Inter-American cooperation.52 A noteworthy example of
this was a Carnegie Foundation Research grant in 1948
to Professor John Biesanz of Tulane University to under-
take a sociological study of Panama. Professor Biesanz had